
Lit. Elem.: Conflict 

Term Definition Example 

Conflict  

A problem or struggle 

between two opposing 

forces in a story. 

x 

Person vs. 

Person 

A problem between 

characters. 

Ex. Ponyboy vs. 

Darry  

 

Simba vs. Scar in 

"The Lion King" 

Person vs. 

Self 

A problem within a 

character's own mind. 

Character vs. Tough 

Decision 

Character vs. Moral 

Dilemma 

Character vs. Self-

Perception 

Person vs. 

Society 

A problem between a 

character and society, 

school, the law, or some 

tradition. 

Ponyboy vs. the Socs 

Character vs. Racist 

Traditions 

Character vs. Corrupt 

Government 

Person vs. 

Nature 

A problem between a 

character and some 

element of nature--a 

storm, a mountain climb, 

etc. 

Brian Robeson vs. 

Nature, Starvation, 

Animals in 

"Hatchet" 

Person vs. 

Fate 

A problem or struggle that 

appears to be well 

beyond a character's 

control--fate, destiny, god, 

etc. 

Percy Jackson vs. 

Hades 

Character vs. Certain 

Death 

Character vs. Magic 
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